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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, how/ever. may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 September 2007 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)IEI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEl All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Claims 1-14 are pending, claims 4-6 have been amended, and claim 14 is newly 
added. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/4/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

First Applicant argues that Shioji does not disclose at least one memory device 
for storing the digital images and at least one icon for indicating image display direction 
and a processing processing device programmable to control the retrieval of an icon 
from a memory device. The mark "M" is certainly an icon and is clearly recalled from 
memory. It is reproduced to show a selection of an image in Fig. 6. The Examiner 
admitted that it did not show "image display direction." The Applicant appears to be 
attacking the references separately by stating that Shioji does not disclose the invention 
as claimed. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, 
one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 
208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. 
Cir. 1986). 

Second, Applicant requests evidence be provided to support the Examiner's 
Official Notice. US 6,642,939 (Vallone). See Figs. 26 and 27 and note that forward or 
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backward facing arrow icons are displayed over an image that is currently selected from 
a plurality of images. This arrow is used to indicate in which direction the stored images 
are being displayed. See Column 19 lines 60-67 and Column 20 lines 23-36 and 60-65. 

Lastly Applicant argues that Takayanagi does not disclose rotating an icon. The 
abstract of Takayanagi submitted by Applicant states "the icon is rotated only by 
awaiting at least one of figure information of icon. Then, the necessity that the figure 
information of the icon are awaited by the number required for rotating is eliminated, 
and a memory resource is utilized, and a processing speed is heightened, and 
complicated work isn't required even when the icon data become much." To the 
Examiner it clearly discloses rotating icon data to save memory space. As to Applicant's 
arguments that it does not disclose this rotation for indicating whether images are being 
displayed in a fonA/ard or backward direction is irrelevant as the Examiner was not 
relying on this reference to teach that feature as it was already rejected by the 
combination of Shioji and the Examiner's Official Notice. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
6.642,939 (Vallone). 

As to claim 14, Vallone teaches a digital image device for generating digital 
images, the digital image device comprising: 

a first memory device 105 for storing the digital images (Column 5 lines 36-43); 

a display device for displaying the digital images stored in the first memory 
device (See Fig. 26 and Column 19 lines 28-37, note that the images are displayed 
along with other graphics generated by the On-Screen Display, "OSD"); 

a mode selection device for selecting a screen display mode to display the digital 
images on the display device (Column 20 lines 22-50); 

a second memory device 104 for storing an icon (see Fig. 27) for indicating 
image display direction (see Figs, 1 and 27 and Column 20 lines 51-65 and note that 
although Vallone does not explicitly disclose that the icon is stored in memory 104 there 
is no other conceivable place to store the icon and the icon is clearly stored somewhere 
because it is displayed) 

a processing device 106 for controlling the operation to display the digital images 
along with the icon (see Fig. 26), 

wherein the icon shows a forward direction or a backward direction according to 
the image display direction (see Figs. 26 and 27 and Column 19 lines 60-67). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-7 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 7,193.646 (Shioji) in view of US 6,642,939 (Vallone). 

As to claim 1, Shioji teaches a digital image device for generating digital images, 
the digital image device comprising: at least one memory device 46 (see Fig. 1) for 
storing the digital images and at least one icon (M, see Fig. 6) for indicating image 
display direction; a user input device 13 for receiving user input commands comprising 
commands to retrieve selected ones of the digital images from said memory device for 
display; a display device 10 for displaying at least one of the digital images on a display 
screen; and a processing device 41 connected to said memory device, said user input 
device and said display device, and programmable to control the retrieval of at least one 
of the digital images and said icon from said memory device for display via said display 
device in response to one of said commands, to control the sequential display of the 
digital images in said memory device via said display device, and to configure the 
display of said icon to move to the next digital image in the sequential display of the 
digital images that is selected via one of said commands (Column 8 lines 3-20). 

What Shioji does not explicitly teach is that the arrow is shown either forward or 
backward depending on if the images are being selected in fonA/ard or backward order. 
However, Vallone teaches displaying either forward or backward facing arrows to 
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display which direction images are being displayed (See Figs. 26 and 27 and note that 
forward or backward facing arrow icons are displayed over an image that is currently 
selected from a plurality of images, these arrows are used to indicate in which direction 
the stored images are being displayed. See Column 19 lines 60-67 and Column 20 lines 
23-36 and 60-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have displayed the icon M of Shioji in either a fonward or 
backward facing direction, as is taught by Vallone, based on whether the images are 
being moved through in a forward or reverse fashion. On of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made would have recognized the problem of moving through 
images In a forward or reverse direction and not knowing which direction the images 
were previously being scrolled through and using this combination would remind a user 
which direction they were previously scrolling through the images in. 

As to claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said user input device comprises a 
forward image display direction button 13 and a backward image display direction 
button 13 for selecting, respectively, the next digital image and the previous digital 
image in the sequential display of the digital images (Column 8 lines 12-20). 

As to claim 3, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said user input device comprises a 
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button 12 for selecting a single mode or multi-mode of operiation corresponding, 
respectively, to the display of a single digital image on said display screen, or the 
display of multiple digital images simultaneously on said display screen (Column 7 line 
60 to Column 8 line 12 and note that the set button is used to select the multiple 
reproduction mode when the camera is in the state shown in Fig. 4B). 

As to claim 4, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said display device is operable to 
display multiple ones of the digital images simultaneously on said display screen (see 
Fig. 6). 

As to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 4 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 4, wherein said multiple digital images are 
displayed in sequential order on said display screen (see Fig. 6). 

As to claim 6, see the rejection of claim 5 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 1 from which the present 
claim ultimately depends. 

As to claim 7, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 1 from which the present 
claim depends. 
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As to claim 9, Shioji teaches a method of controlling the display of digital images 
on the display screen of a digital image device, the digital image device being operable 
to provide a sequential display of digital images, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a first user command to select and display at first one of the digital images; 
displaying said first digital image on the display screen; displaying an icon proximally to 
said first digital image on the display screen to indicate that said first digital image is the 
selected image; receiving a second user command to select a second one of the digital 
images in the sequential display; and displaying said icon proximally to said second 
digital image (see Fig. 6 and Column 8 lines 3-20). 

What Shioji does not explicitly teach is that the arrow is shown either fonA/ard or 
backward depending on if the images are being selected in forward or backward order. 
Vallone teaches displaying either forward or backward facing arrows to display which 
direction images are being displayed (See Figs. 26 and 27 and note that fonvard or 
backward facing arrow icons are displayed over an image that is currently selected from 
a plurality of images, these arrows are used to indicate in which direction the stored 
images are being displayed. See Column 19 lines 60-67 and Column 20 lines 23-36 and 
60-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have displayed the icon M of Shioji in either a fonA/ard or 
backward facing direction, as is taught by Vallone, based on whether the images are 
being moved through in a forward or reverse fashion. On of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made would have recognized the problem of moving through 
images in a fon^/ard or reverse direction and not knowing which direction the images 
were previously being scrolled through and using this combination would remind a user 
which direction they were previously scrolling through the images in. 

As to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 9 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
method of controlling the display of digital images as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
digital image device is operable to display a plurality of the sequential display of digital 
images simultaneously on the display screen, said simultaneously displayed digital 
images comprising at least said first digital image and said second digital image, and 
further comprising the step of moving said icon from said first digital image to said 
second digital image (see Fig. 6). 

As to claim 1 1 , see the rejection of claim 10 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
method of controlling the display of digital images as claimed in claim 10, further 
comprising the step of receiving a third user command to select one of a single mode 
and a multi-mode operation, the digital image device being operable to display one of 
the digital images on the display screen when in the single mode and to display a 
plurality of the digital images simultaneously on the display screen when in the multi- 
mode (Column 7 line 60 to Column 8 line 12 and note that the set button is used to 
select the multiple reproduction mode when the camera is in the state shown in Fig, 
4B). 
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As to claim 12, see the rejection of claim 9 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 9 from which the present 
claim ultimately depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. Claims 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 7,193,646 (Shiojl) in view of US 6,642,939 (Vallone) in view of English Abstract of 
JP 10-240218 (Takayanagi, cited in Applicant's IDS). 

As to claim 8, although Shioji nor the Examiner's Official Notice teach that an 
icon is rotated to create fonward and backward icons, Takayanagi teaches rotating an 
icon. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have rotated the icon taught by Shioji in view of Examiner's 
Official Notice as this would allow for the icons used to show forward or backward 
movement to use a minimum of space. 

Claim 13 corresponds to claim 8 but is drawn to a method Instead of an 
apparatus and therefore is rejected on the same grounds as claim 8 but drawn to a 
method instead of an apparatus. 

Conclusion 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon Durnford-Geszvain whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2829. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dillon Durnford-Geszvain 11/25/2007 
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